
Learning to Use 

Laubach Way to Reading,

Laubach Way to English,

and Focus on Phonics



Workshop Goals

1. Identify components of Laubach Way 
to Reading, Laubach Way to English, 
and Focus on Phonics

2. Learn to create a positive learning 
environment for adults

3. Understand how to use Laubach Way 
to Reading, Laubach Way to English,
and Focus on Phonics

4. Learn additional strategies for teaching 
reading, writing, and oral language 
skills



0-1: Names and sounds of letters

Laubach Way to Reading



1-2: Short vowel sounds

Laubach Way to Reading



2-3: Long vowel sounds

Laubach Way to Reading



3-5: Other vowel sounds and consonant spellings

Laubach Way to Reading



Step-by-step instructions for tutors

Laubach Way to Reading

Lessons and activities for students

Stories used after each student book



Laubach Way to Reading

Supplemental Resources

• Laubach Way to Reading 
Workbook

• More Stories 

• Laubach Way to Cursive Writing

• Laubach way to Reading: 
Puzzles



Laubach Way to Reading

Free Online Resources

• Diagnostic 
inventory

• Checkups

• Student certificates

• Illustrations books 
for Laubach Way to 
English



Laubach Way to Reading

New Features

• Color illustrations in 
student books

• Illustrations 
accompany each story

• Multicultural characters

• Updated content



Laubach Way to Reading

• Two audiences
– Adults with few or no reading skills

– Tutors who prefer detailed lesson 
plans

• Consistent format

• Small increments of information

• Immediate success



Laubach Way to Reading

• Alphabetics
– Phonics

– Word analysis

• Controlled vocabulary

• Comprehension

• Writing and spelling

• Direct instruction



Laubach Way to English

Reading and writing instruction



Black line drawings

Laubach Way to English

Lesson notes for oral 

language skills

Reading and writing 

instruction



Laubach Way to English

• Teacher’s Guide for 

levels 1-3

• Students transition into 

traditional adult 

education materials



Laubach Way to English

• Two audiences
– Adults with minimal 

skills in English and 
native language

– Tutors who prefer 
detailed lesson plans

• Consistent format
• New information in 

small increments
• Oral skills linked to 

reading and writing

• Emphasis on oral 
language
– Dialogs
– Vocabulary
– Language structure
– Pronunciation

• Direct instruction
• One-to-one and 

group instruction



Names and sounds of letters

Focus on Phonics



Short vowel sounds

Focus on Phonics



Long vowel sounds

Focus on Phonics



Other vowel sounds and consonant spellings

Focus on Phonics



Focus on Phonics

New Features

• New design

• New illustrations

• New Appendix: Phonics, 

Phonemic Awareness, 

and the Process of 

Reading



How Adults Learn

• Think of a recent learning experience 

• Think about what made it good or bad
– Subject

– Teacher

– Materials

– Instructional approach

– Learning environment

– Other students

– What was going on in your life



How Adults Learn

In groups of 3

• Share your experiences and how the 

factors made them good or bad

• Use your experiences to develop principles 

about adult learning

• Compare your principles to ―Principles of 

Adult Learning‖ handout



Instructional Approach



Instructional Approach



Instructional Approach



Laubach Way To Reading

• What would a beginning-level student like 
about this lesson?

• What was the role of the tutor?

• Think about the principles of adult learning 
you discussed earlier. Which of these were 
reflected in the lesson?



Laubach Way To Reading: Book 1



Laubach Way To Reading: Book 1

• How does the picture in the chart help the 
student remember the letter’s shape and 
sound?

• Why did the tutor trace the picture and the 
letter?

• Which was emphasized more—the name or 
the sound of the letter? Why?

• Why did the tutor say, ―Read bird.‖?
• How did the tutor help the student read the 

word bird in the story?
• What helped the student read sentences?



Laubach Way To Reading: Book 1

With a partner

• Each teach 3 lines of the chart

• Each teach one paragraph of the 

story



Laubach Way To Reading: Book 1



Laubach Way To Reading: Book 1

• Lessons 1-5, The 
Alternate Method

• Decoding skills
– Sight words

– Phonics

– Word patterns

– Word parts

– Context clues

• Directed reading

• Skills Practice

• Review

• Writing

• Homework

• Checking Progress

• Meeting Individual 
Needs

• Correlated reader



Lesson Plan Books 1 & 2

• Reading
– Chart

– Story

• Skills Practice

• Review
– Check homework

– Checkup

– Listen and Write

• Writing

• Homework



d

Teaching Phonics



b

Teaching Phonics



d

Teaching Phonics



rl

Teaching Phonics



literacy

Teaching Phonics



Teaching Phonics

• Voiced

• Unvoiced

• Continuant

• Stopped

• Nasal



Teaching Phonics

In your group

• Group these 14 sounds into 

voiced/unvoiced pairs

– Example (f, v)

b, c(k), ch, d, f, g, j, p,

s (snake), s (measure), sh, t, v, z



Teaching Phonics

Voiced

• v

• b

• d

• g

• j

• z

• s (measure)

Unvoiced

• f

• p

• t

• c (k)

• ch

• s (snake)

• sh



Laubach Way To Reading: Book 2

Chart
• One vowel sound

• Introduces words not letters

• Pictures are clues

• Phonetic spelling

• Student decodes chart, tutor 
facilitates



Laubach Way To Reading: Book 2

Story
• Longer

• Smaller type

• New words introduced under story 
title

• More emphasis on comprehension



Lesson Plan: Books 1 & 2

• Reading

– Chart

– Story

• Skills practice

• Review

– Check homework

– Checkup

– Listen and Write

• Writing

• Homework



Lesson Plan: Book 3

• Reading
– Chart

– Story



Lesson Plan: Book 3

• Reading
– Chart

– Story

– Story Checkup

– Reading for Living

• Skills practice



Lesson Plan: Book 3

• Review
– Check homework

• Writing
– In notebook

– Exercise in student book

• New homework



Lesson Plan: Book 4

• Reading
– Chart

– Story

– Story Checkup

– Reading for 
Living

• Skills practice

• Review
• Check 

homework

• Writing
– In notebook

– Exercise in skill 
book

• New homework



Laubach Way To English 1

• Four oral language skills

– Dialogs

– Vocabulary

– Structures (grammar, the way 

language is put together)

– Pronunciation

• Six introductory conversation 

lessons



Teaching Dialog

• What was the teacher saying?

• How do you know the teacher was 
giving a greeting?

• What Russian words did you learn?

• What about the process made it 
easy or difficult for you to learn this 
dialog?



Steps for Learning Dialog

• Tutor models the whole dialog. 

Student listens.

• Tutor models each line. Student 

repeats.

• Tutor and student each take a role.

• Tutor and student exchange roles.



Steps for Learning Vocabulary

• Tutor models the word in a sentence, 
using an object. Student listens.

• Tutor models the sentence. Student 
repeats.

• Tutor asks a question. Student 
answers.

• Review all previous words after each 
new word.



Steps for Learning Structures

• Tutor models the underlined words and 
sentences. Student listens.

• Tutor models each sentence. Student 
repeats.

• Tutor says the first sentence and 
models the second sentence. Student 
says second sentence.

• Tutor says the first sentence. Student 
says the second sentence.



Evaluating Pronunciation

• Is each word understandable?

• How well does the student 

pronounce the vowel sounds?

• How is the intonation?



Laubach Way to English: 

Book 1, Lesson 1

Conversation Skills

• Dialog

• Vocabulary

• Structures

• Pronunciation

Print Skills

• Reading

– Chart

– Story

• Writing lesson

• Homework



Focus on Phonics 1

• Isolation: recognizing individual sounds in 
words 

• Identity: recognizing common sounds in 
different words

• Categorization: distinguishing if sounds are the 
same or different

• Blending: combining a sequence of individual 
sounds

• Segmentation: breaking a word into individual 
sounds

• Deletion: recognizing what remains when a 
sound is removed.



Focus on Phonics 1

• Recognizing beginning 
sounds

• Recognizing beginning 
letters

• Recognizing ending sounds

• Recognizing ending letters

• Discriminating between 
different consonants



Focus on Phonics 2 - 4

• Word families

• Endings

• Compound words

• Syllables

• Homonyms



Review

• Overview of Laubach Way to Reading, 
Laubach Way to English, and Focus on 
Phonics

• How adults learn

• Laubach instructional approach

• Teaching phonics

• Teaching dialogs, vocabulary, and 
language structures

• Using the materials


